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UNITY BEFORE UNION 


If there is to eventuate organic union then spiritual unity must 


be achieved first. 


At the present time, without a shadow of doubt, the emphasis is 
on organization, numbers and ecclesiastical power. 


The present plan of union will but compound and increase this 


emphasis. 


The great need is not for organic union but for a reaffirmation 
of the essential doctrines of Christianity. This is a vital mat- 
ter, for the witness and testimony of an effective Church is 
bound up in its attitude to the basic facts. of Christianity. 


VOL. XIII NO. 4 $2.50 A YEAR 


BA pucayoty 
yooig TORE 


6 
e | 
~ 
© 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N.C. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 


Asheville, N.C. 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 

Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 

Rev. B. Evans 

Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y- Treas. 
Mr. William Cannon 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Mr. Hugh Dickson 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 
Rev. Hi. Lawrence Love, Jr. 

Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 
Dr. J. Park McCallie 
Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dr. H. E. Dustin 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 
Mr. A. C. Hamilton, Jr. 
Mr. Paul Hastings 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 
Mr. Horace Hull 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Rev. George Scotchmer 

Rev. Wade C. Smith 

Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, IIL, D.D. 

Rev. W. Fwyman Williams, D.D. 


Mr. Kenneth Keyes 

Mr. IT. Walker Lewis 

Mr. S. McPhecters 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. V. G. Philips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. Milton Scott 

Mr. A. R. Shaw 


EDITORIAL 


Will The Proposed Plan Of 
Union Reduce The Number 


Of Denominations? 


A National Presbyterian Church in the United 
States is the fondly cherished dream of many of the 
brethren. Unfortunately, | am not disposed to live 
in dreamland when I recall some of the stubborn 
facts of history. In: 1849 Alexander Campbell con- 
ceived the idea of uniting all the churches in the 
United States into one big church. He reduced the 
doctrinal requirement for union to what he thought 
was the lowest common denominator, and the only 
question he would ask of any one was this, ‘Do 
vou believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living 
God ?”’ Upon that historical statement Satan and 
his angels would agree. The result was instead of 
having all denominations united into one, he added 
two more. 


Some years ago in Canada there was a move to 
unite the Methodists, the Congregationalists, and 
the Presbyterians. There is still a Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. Some years ago an effort was 
made to unite the Cumberland Presbyterians with 
the U. S. A. Church. There is a body of more than 
80,000 Cumberland Presbyterians that are very 
much alive though they lost much of their property 
in the mixup. And a few years ago there were 30,- 


000 Colored Cumberland Presbyterians. 


Suppose the proposed plan of union goes through 
and 65 of our Presbyteries, a three-fourths major- 


ity vote for it and 21 or less vote against it, does 


any intelligent man believe that there will be one 
less Presbyterian church in the United States? Oh! 
but you say the majority should rule, and especially 
a three-fourths majority should rule. In matters of 
policy I would say, “yes!” but in matters of prin- 
cipal “‘No!” We Presbyterians are a hard headed 
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lot and history shows we are not easily frightened 
even by a majority vote no matter how voluminous 
or vociferous it may be. 


We subscribed to the Confession of Faith without 
any mental reservations, including the clause in 
chapter XX, paragraph II, which says, “God alone 
is Lord of the conscience and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and commandments of men, which 


are in any thing contrary to his word or beside it 


in matters of faith or worship.” So that to believe 
such doctrines and to obey such commandments, 
out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of con- 
science; and the requiring an implicit faith, and 
an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty 
of conscience and reason also. No matter how the 
vote may go in the matter of union now before us 
it will not reduce the number of Presbyterian de- 
nominations in this country. The differences are 
far deeper than the matter of outward organization. 


Why Not Be Fair? 


Who Can If We Don’t? 


“Our fathers trusted in Thee: they trusted, and 
Thou didst deliver them.” Ps. 22:4. 


When Israel looked back they saw the old Ca- 
naan, Egypt, the wilderness, and then Canaan, the 
promised land, again—Canaan their home. When 
they looked back they saw God, at the altar, in the 
foreign, hostile land, in the wilderness a guiding 
pillar, and so they set up their Stone of Help, their 
Ebenezer—‘‘Hitherto Help.” Present progress must 
rest back on past promises regally redeemed by God. 
“Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell 
the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, 
consider her palaces; then ye may tell it to the gen- 
eration following. For this God is our God forever 
and ever: He will be our guide even unto death.” 


Ps. 48:12-14. 


I heard a Godly Presbyterian elder tell this story. 
In his younger days he had been a successful shoe 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Si 

l 

Si 

b 

b 

a 

te 

Pp 

V 

ti 

tl 

t 

e 

St 

a 

e 

fi 

b 

(s 

7 

| 

d 

ta 

gt 

t 

fi 


salesman for the Brown Shoe Co. of St. Louis, Mo., 
traveling out of Birmingham, Ala. There came to 
live in his hotel a splendid young man from Atlanta, 
Ga. He represented a very successful firm, of which 
his father was president. The young man had per- 


sonality, good looks, the best sort of education and 


business training, and an assured position with the 
company. He did well, he built up his father’s 
business in the territory. High success was knocking 
audibly upon the door of his life. Then he began 
to stop in on the third floor of the hotel, in a room 
where there was 'a friendly game going on and 
plenty of money changing hands. This laid grips 
upon the young man, deeper and deeper into its 
clutches he fell. Finally it was his undoing and 
wreckage, financially and morally. 


This elder said it was one of the most painful 
tasks of his life, to go down to the station to meet 


the father and mother and take them to the hotel 


th:t they might take their boy home. The last the 
elder heard of the young man he was in the hospital 
for the insane. 


‘These parents were fine parents, people of high 
standing and of marked success. They gave the boy 
a good name, a beautiful home, a careful training, 
an excellent education, and a golden opportunity 
for life. He had it seemed, every equipment to ac- 
complish success in his business. ‘Yes,’ said the 


elder, ““They gave their boy everything except Jesus 


Christ. So he had no final, inner power to meet the 
fatal thrusts of temptation and sin. When he looked 
back upon his home, there was everything there— 
except God. Why Not Be Fair to the oncoming 
generation? Who, who can prepare them if we fail? 


—S. McPh. G. 


The Generation To Come 


(Some Thoughts From Psalm 
78 - Verses 4 And 6) 


As I, an old man, shake hands with members of 
my congregation, and see the babies and the chil- 
dren, (I am so glad they stay for the church service) 
I cannot help but think of “The Generation to 
Come.” The Psalmist: was thinking of this when 
he wrote the long historical psalm from which I 
take my text. 


The Generation to come is the most important 
generation there is, for our future is tied up in 
that generation; our Homes, our Churches; our 
Nation; our Destiny. What will America be twenty 
five years from now? It all depends upon the Gen- 
eration to come. Will it be a Generation that 
“Knows the Lord,” or one that does not ‘‘know the 


Lord”? The greatest of statesmen said; teach these 
words diligently to thy children. 


The Generation to come must be taught the 
awfulness of SIN. It was a “stubborn and rebellious 
generation,’ a generation that sinned, that caused 
Israel to be chastened and punished. I am afraid 
that we are “laughing at sin,’ and that we are 
teaching our children to do the same. Woe to those 
who make a mock of sin; only fools laugh at sin; 
and only fools will neglect to warn their children 
about the nature and consequences of sin. 


The Generation to come must be taught the 
wonderful works of the Lord; all the glorious things 
He has done for us and them. History has many 
lessons, and inspired History, History written from 
God’s viewpoint, has many lessons for our children. 
The whole Plan of Salvation unfolds before our 
eyes as we read. Blessed is the home where the little 
ones are taught the Bible—the Inspired account of 
His Wonderful Works. 


The Generation to come must be taught “The 
wrath of God’ which comes upon the impenitent. 
I know that I will be put down as an “old Fogey” 
when I mention “Sin” and “wrath,” for these two 
words are “taboo,” when teaching children in many 
places today. Nevertheless, God’s holy wrath is re- 


vealed from heaven against all unrighteousness, and 


I believe our children ought to know the facts, for 
I still believe that God is wiser than men. 


The Generation to come must be taught the Love 
of God; that He will forgive iniquity, transgression 
and sin; that He Loves the sinner and would have 
mercy upon him. We must tell our children that 
“like as a father pities his children,” so the Lord 
pities us and will receive with open arms every one 
who comes to Him through Christ. We can never 
tell them too often’ that God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son. 


We must teach our children to “know the Lord.” 
—J.K.P. 
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Are We Always 
Convinced By Evidence? 


When I was in college my instructors urged me 
to be intellectually honest by following without 
fear wherever evidence might lead me. Then they 
went on to show that the evidence proved that the 
early narratives of the Old Testament did not re- 
flect a true picture of the period they were supposed 
to portray and they claimed to come from periods 
when writing was not sufficiently developed to keep 
such records. A theory of late and composite author- 
ship was composed to cover the supposed facts in 
the case and to unravel the book of bcsks. But then 
the science of archaeology came alcng to show con- 
clusively that the narratives do reflect accurately 
the periods from whicn they claim to come. Or- 
ganically they maintain a unified theme and inter- 
dependent facts that mark them off as a single nar- 
rative, and now we know that the science of writ- 
ing was not only developed sufficiently but custom 
was such that the writing of such records would 
have been normal and not unsual. But the liberals 
continue to hold on to the theory. 


During the years between the wars many of us 
kept insisting that the old Federal Council of 
Churches was an organization primarily interested 
in social and economic policies contrary to those of 
our church. However, the advocates of the council 
in our church declared that we were wrong, and 
said were we right they would be the first to agree 
with us, but membership in the Council was abso- 
lutely necessary to keep us cooperating with other 
bodies. At the 1950 Assembly the representative of 
the National Council who came to explain the 
formation of the National Council declared that 
such bodies as the Foreign Missions Conference, the 


Home Missions Council and the Stewardship Coun- 
cil had done the real work of Christian cooperation 
between the wars and that the matters of social and 
economic policy were the only major matters left 
to the Federal Council. But no one changed his 
opinion. 


During the fight against Union those of us who 


believe that doctrinal purity is of paramount im- 


portance have pointed to dominant error in the 
northern church. We have been told by some in sym- 
pathetic terms that we were mistaken, and by others 
we have been beaten out of court as heresy hunt- 
ers. Others assured us that they would stand with 
us if our charges are true. Now from the lips of 
Presbyterian ministers through the pages of “Look” 
and “Time” magazines America is being told that 
our charges are true. But is any one now being 
moved by the evidence? 


For some time we have been told that we ought 
to unite so that Presbyterianism could have a clear 
united voice to America, but some of us have pro- 
tested, claiming that when a small group speaks 
for Presbyterianism, it will be of such a nature 
that the trumpet will give an uncertain sound. The 
recent General Council letter of Dr. McKay cer- 
tainly has given an uncertain sound and caused 
much concern. But has the evidence of concern and 
uncertainty come home to our people? 


Are we really following realistically the evidence 
or are we so taken up with the Ecumenical move- 
ment of modern Christianity that we read every 
thing through rose colored glasses of ecumenicity 
that we have many blind spots when it comes to 
historic, Biblical, Presbyterian faith and order? 


—W.G.F. 


More About The Charts | Keyes Replies To His Critics 


During recent months many of those who have 
been urging organic union with the Northern and 
United Presbyterian Churches have become increas- 
ingly concerned about the facts that we have pre- 
sented to the Church in chart form showing clearly 
that our Southern Church is doing a better job for 
the cause of Christ in practically every field of the 
church’s work than the Northern Church is doing. 


Our pro-union friends first tried to “laugh the 
charts away” by ridicule but they found that the 
figures and facts presented were far too serious for 
that. Then they said it was un-Christian to compare 
statistics but found it difficult to explain why, if 
comparisons are un-Christian, our denomination and 
every other great denomination uses hundreds of 
pages of statistical information in its annual reports, 
‘the chief purpose of which is to enable individual 
churches, presbyteries and synods to study and com- 
pare their work and accomplishments with other 
similar bodies. 

Then they said that we claim to be better Chris- 
tians than our Northern brethren—likening us to 
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the Pharisee whom our Lord condemned. We have 
never claimed that the members of our Southern 
Church are better Christians. We have steadily 
maintained that they are not one bit better as in- 
dividuals. But we have repeatedly stressed our con- 
viction that the reason our people have accomplished 
more, lies in our more democratic type of church 
organization and in the fact that our leaders have 
striven harder to uphold the great basic beliefs of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith than have the 
leaders of the Northern Church. 


More than once have we been accused of de- 
liberately attempting to mislead the people of our 
church in presenting these charts and the conclu- 
sions that we have drawn from them. If our charts 
do not honestly and fairly present a true picture of 
the facts, is it not strange that none of our oppo- 
nents have up to this date attempted in writing to 
point out their errors? 


Several pro-union speakers have attempted to 
disparage the charts by general statements question- 
ing their validity and have introduced a few sta- 
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tistics of their own to try to create the impression 
that our facts are misleading. Our purpose in reply- 
ing to these critics is first to point out that they 
have not in one single instance proven that our 
charts afe incorrect or that the conclusions which 
we have drawn from them are wrong; and second: 
to show conclusively that our pro-union critics have 
been guilty of using incorrect facts and figures in 


attempting to prove their case. 


One of the first claims made by those favoring 
union was that our charts failed to take into con- 
sideration the very rapid population growth that 
has taken place in the south in recent years, implying 
that our Southern Church should be growing much 
more rapidly than the Northern Church because 
population in the Southern states had been increas- 
ing much more rapidly. If our pro-union friends 


had taken the trouble to check the U. S. Census 


figures they would not have embarrassed themselves 
by making this claim for the Census figures clearly 


show that population in the 16 Southern states* 
where our church operates increased 12.4% be- 
tween 1940 and 1950 while population in entire 
U. S. increased 13.6% during this same period! 
The true facts were therefore exactly the opposite 
of what our pro-union friends claimed them to be. 


Speaking at the Hull Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Savannah on March Ist, Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson sought to explain the fact that our 
Southern Church is growing much more rapidly 
than the Northern Church by saying: 


“The growth in the Church comes largely from 
the people coming up in the home and in the 
Sunday School. The South has more children. 
For our nation as a whole, the proportion of 
population under 18 years is 546 out of 1,000. 
In the South every state ranges from a high of 
881 per 1,000 in South Carolina to a low of 
625 in Missouri. When you take that into ac- 
count we’re not showing the same rate of 
growth in proportion to our opportunity as 


the USA Church.” 


I don’t know where Dr. Thompson obtained his 
figures but I have before me the Bureau of Census 
reports and they show that on April 1, 1950, for 
the U. S. as a whole, 312 of every 1,000 inhabitants 
were under 18 years of age instead of 546 as stated 
by Dr. Thompson. It shows that in South Carolina 
408 of every 1,000 inhabitants are under 18 years of 
age instead of 881 as stated by Dr. Thompson ; and 
in Missouri the census figure is 291 instead of Dr. 
Thompson’s figure of 625. 


The Census Report shows that in the 16 states 
served by our Southern Church the population un- 
der 18 is 352 per 1,000 as compared with 312 per 
1,000 for the U. S. as a whole. I am sure that Dr. 
Thompson will in the light of these figures admit 
that this very small difference in number of chil- 


*New Mexico was not included in the states be- 
cause of the small number of our churches in that 
state. 
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dren. per 1,000 population could hardly account for 
our 40% increase in church membership in the last 
13 years as compared to the 25% increase in the 
Northern Church and he will surely admit that it 
could never account for the 37% increase in our 
Sunday School attendance as compared with the 
8% increase in the Northern Church. 


Speaking at Fort Smith on April Ist, Dr. Thomas 
W. Currie Dallas sought to offset our chart 
showing that the number of ordained ministers in 
the Northern Church has increased only 14 of 1% 
in the last thirteen years as compared to an increase 
of 1914% in our Southern Church by stating that 
the Northern Church has more candidates per 100 
churches studying for the ministry than has our 
church. He didn’t tell us how many more and when 
I looked at the record I understood why he did not 
do so. At the end of 1952 the Northern Church 
had 8,636 churches. They reported 2,427 candidates 
or 28.1% candidates per 100 churches. Our South- 
ern Church (year ending March 31, 1953) had 
3,733 churches. We reported 1,046 candidates or 
28.02 candidates per 100 churches. For Dr. Currie 
to make the bold statement that the Northern 
Church had more candidates per 100 churches with- 
out telling the people that they had. only 8/100 of 
a candidate more, was it seems to me, misleading 
to say the least and to offer this as an offset to our 
1914% gain in ministers compared to their 4 of 
1% gain is ridiculous. 


Dr. Currie went on to make several other mis- 
leading statements in connection with the statistics 
that I had previously presented. I am sure that Dr. 
Currie did not realize that they were misleading 
or he would never have made them but they are 
typical of some of the confused thinking that several 
pro-union speakers have demonstrated in their ef- 
forts to discount our charts. These statements were 
given prominence in the April 26th issue of the 
Presbyterian Outlook. Here they are: 


1. Dr. Currie said: 


“With a smaller per capita gift to Home Mis- 
sions (a fraction of the overhead) the USA 
Church reached a greater number and a 
greater proportion of people for Christ than 
did the US Church.” 


The facts are: 


a. During the church year ending December 
31, 1952 the USA Church reported receipts 
of $5,799,484 for National Missions (their 

agency corresponding to our Church Exten- 

sion and Home Missions). They reported a 
net gain in church members of 43,924 and if 
net gain in members is the sole measure of 
Home Mission work you have a cost per 
new member of $132 for the Northern 
Church. | 


During our comparable church year ending 
March 31, 1953, our Southern Church re- 
ported receipts of $3,622,312 for Church © 
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Extension and Home Missions. Our net gain 
in church members was 29,131 and divided 


into the receipts, you would have a cost per le; 
new member of $126. : 

b. If you use new members added on Profession 1¢ 
and Reaffirmation of Faith as the sole meas- 
urement you have a cost per new member of 
$51 for the Northern Church and $104 for 
our Southern Church. 

c. If the expenditures for Home Missions are 
measured solely in terms of new churches 
organized, it cost the Northern Church 
$85,000 for each new church while it cost 
our Southern Church $61,038 for each new 
church. W 

The point I am trying to make is that it is utterly 

impossible to apply the dollar gifts to Home Mis- ry 
sions to any single phase of home mission work. Sc 
For Dr. Currie to make the broad statement that se 
@ Under our Annuity Gift Plan, hundreds of the USA Church reached a greater portion of peo- - 
our checks go out every year to donors to ple for Christ with their smaller per capita gifts to ie 
| Home Missions completely disregards the money 
i ae ate | that was spent to build new home mission churches, 
: | : open outpost Sunday Schools and carry on other 
Not once, in ve _— x fifty years _ church extension work. To attempt to apply the sin 
plan has been in operation, has an annuity dollar investment in the work to one single phase ne 
payment failed to go out, on time and in the ignoring all the others is certainly misleading. tel 

fixed amount, to an annuitant of our Boar 
“With a smaller proportion of ministers (a fig 
payments, fraction of the working capital) the USA he 
women have been able to put their money in Church reached a greater number and a Ww: 

a safe investment that has paid them or their greater proportion of people for Christ than 
loved ones a good income through life. did the US Church.” C] 
The facts are: 
they in- | | 
ASS a. The Northern Church reported 114,607 re- ev 
vested has been contributed finally to the ceived on Profession and Reaffirmation of an 
spread of Christianity in distant lands. Faith in their church year ending Decem- gre 
ber 31, 1952. They had 9,626 ministers. ch 
Therefore, the average per minister reached po’ 
We think our Annuity Gift Plan has many for Christ was 11.91 persons. he 
features that will interest you. May we send po: 
full details for your information? Just ad- b. Our Southern Church reported 35,246 re- : 

th blivati f ceived on Profession and Reaffirmation in 
dress a request (without any obligation, o our comparable church year ending March del 
course), to: 31, 1953. We had 2,954 ministers. Our kee 
average per minister was 11.93 persons— ask 
the barest fraction higher than theirs—cer- but 
tainly not enough difference to claim any be 
superiority for either side. tla: 
fra 
CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER c. If you include the members added to the i. 
a Church on certificate the USA Church had : 
a i ‘ a total of 205,805 or 21.83 per minister; 
ee ee our Southern Church had a total of 78,958 ign 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. | or 26.73 per minister. to 
“To Forergn Missions a Share” mo 
Any way you figure it, Dr. Currie’s statement Th 

that the ministers in the USA Church reached a 

greater proportion of people for Christ is not true 
if the records contained in the annual reports of 
the two denominations are correct. 
MA 
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Another striking example of the misuse of sta- 
tistics by our pro-union friends was the press re- 
lease by Dr. Harold J. Dudley, General Secretary 
of the Synod of North Carolina giving figures on 
Soul Winning. His first release dated January 12, 
1954, said: 


‘‘A comparison of the two major Presbyterian 
bodies in the United States, the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (Southern) and 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America (Northern) since 1940 reveals that 
the latter had led both in soul winning ratio 
and in spiritual birth rate every single year for 
the period compared.” 


When it was pointed out to Dr. Dudley that the 
Northern Church figures that he was using includ- 
ed those received into the church on Confession and 
those received on Reaffirmation of Faith while the 
Southern Church figures did not include those re- 
ceived on Reaffirmation of Faith, and that compar- 
abie figures for the two denominations were only 
available for the last three years,Dr. Dudley issued 
a second release on January 15, 1954. 


In this second release, Dr. Dudley admitted his 
error but he still released figures purporting to be 
authentic for the 11 years—1941 to 1951 without 
telling his readers that only three years of his figures 
were accurate and the remaining 8 years were his 
estimates based on the three years. To present the 
figures for the 11 years without making it clear that 
he had estimated the figures for 8 out of 11 years 
was certainly misleading. 


In his article in the April 21, 1954, issue of The 


Christian Observer, the Rev. F. B. Benton of Oak- 


hurst Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Georgia, 
charged that “‘statistics can be made to prove which- 
ever side of a case the user of them wants to prove,” 
and he charged that I have pulled out “several 
groups of statistics from the total picture of a 
church’s work” and exhibited them to prove my 
point. “It was only natural that he should use 
those figures and draw those conclusions that sup- 


port the position he had already taken,” he said. 


When Mr. Benton made this accusation in our 
debate at Decatur I felt that it was a bit out of 
keeping with the spirit that our General Assembly 
asked us to preserve in these discussions of union, 
but I excused it feeling that even a minister might 
be forgiven for overstepping the bounds of Chris- 
tian propriety in the heat of debate. But I was 
frankly surprised to see the accusation repeated in 
his written article. 


My answer to the charge of unfair use of the 
figures due to bias is that I have earnestly sought 
to present accurate facts and figures covering the 
most vital phases of the work of the two churches. 
These facts have included: 


1. Growth of Church Membership. 
2. Growth of Sunday School Attendance. 
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best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer mars 
begins June 7th, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W = Maxton, N. Cc. 


Growth in Number of Ordained Ministers. 
Gain and Loss in Number of Churches. 
Per Capita Giving — Total. 

. Per Capita Giving to Benevolences. 

. Per Capita Giving to Foreign Missions. 

. Per Captita Giving to Home Missions. 


. Figures on Soul Winning. 


I believe that most fair-minded persons would 
agree that these nine studies present a rather com- 
plete picture of the major activities of the two de- 
nominations, 


If, as Mr. Benton states, “statistics can be made 
to prove whichever side of a cause the user wants 
them to. prove,” why is it that none of our pro- 
union friends have come forward with statistics of 
their own to prove that the Northern Church is 
doing a better job than our Southern Church in 
some phase of the denomination’s work? Why have 
not they presented to the church facts and figures 
to prove that our charts are inaccurate or biased— 
that the conclusions we have drawn from them 
are wrong? 


The answer is that they can’t. The figures and 
charts tell a story that they simply cannot explain 
away—that our Southern Church is accomplishing 
more for the cause of Christ in practically every 
major field of the church’s work. 


We have repeatedly stated that if we felt that 
our Southern Church could exercise an influence 
in the proposed United Church that would cause 
our better, more democratic plan of organization 
to be adopted and our more effective operating 
methods to be used—if we felt that by joining forces 
with them our church could lead those in control 
of the Northern Church to take a firm stand on the 
doctrinal beliefs set forth in our Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith, I would be speaking and writing 
in favor of Union instead of opposing it.. But we 
see no possibility of this, for our church will be 
completely absorbed into the larger body with a 
20% voice in its affairs. 


- Therefore we feel that the work of our Church 
at home and abroad will be adversely affected if 
Union takes place and that the cause of Christ will 
lose rather than gain by the proposed merger. 
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Harringay 


By L. Nelson Bell | 


Foreword 

Many readers will recognize that it is not easy 
for the writer to give an objective account, or an 
analytical appraisal of the London Campaign, for 
he has had a somewhat intimate knowledge of much 
of the early planning, the prayers and vision which 
lie in the background. However, the time has long 
passed when anyone need defend either the active 
agents in the Campaign or attempt to publicize the 
results. 


No more eloquent testimony to what the Cam- 
paign has done can be found than in the simple fact 
that the Archbishop of Canterbury is delaying his 
vacation that he may participate in the final meet- 
ing at Wembley, an official seal of approval of the 
Church of England, and, as a matter of fact, of the 
State itself. 


This report therefore is neither a defense of the 
Campaign, for it needs none, nor is it an attempt to 
describe the magnitude of its impact for, as a 
Britisher remarked this week, “The full effect of 
that which is now taking place will not be felt until 
the next generation, but it will not end there.” 


Background 


“You have to see this to believe it,’ a visiting 
American said to the writer as we watched the 
closing moments of the first meeting we attended at 
Harringay, actually bringing the tenth week near 
to its close. 


' After attending that and subsequent meetings we 

would reverse the remark of our American friend, 
for it now seems obvious that such a work of God 
can only be explained by saying, “You have to be- 
lieve this to see it.’ God has raised up in our gener- 
ation men and women who have had the faith, the 
vision and the Spirit-guided imagination to under- 
take a mighty thing for God, relying solely on a 
program and methods of God’s choosing and direc- 
tion, and God has honored His Word. 


There can be no question but that God has 
raised up for this generation a man of truly pro- 
phétic vision, for Billy Graham has a sense of divine 
call and destiny as impelling, in some measure, as 
the prophets of old. He also has that quality of 
moral and spiritual leadership which comes from 
an unquestioned sense of authority, the authority of 
the Scriptures, — ‘“Thus saith the Lord.” If one 
single element in his ministry might be singled out 
above all others it is his knowledge of, unquestioning 
faith in and constant use of the Word of God as 
the Sword of the Spirit. This so completely trans- 
cends all else in his preaching that it can well prove 
his outstanding and most lasting contribution to 
the preaching and theological thinking of a new 
era in the Church. More about that later. 
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But, no one recognizes more than Mr. Graham 
that what we are seeing is not the work of an in- 
dividual. There are a number of key men in the 
organization, rightly spoken of as the “team,” men 
who are specialists in a given field, all with a sense 
of mission, all wholly dedicated to the Lord and 
all loyal to each other. Added to these qualities are 
to be found the enthusiasm of youth and the ap- 
proach to the dissemination of the Gospel, and the 
culture of individual Christians, as modern as the 
atomic age of which they are a part. 


Another element of deepest significance is that 
group of churchmen here in London, and in Eng- 
land, who have shared in this vision of a mighty 
work for God and who have had the courage, the 
persistence and the deep faith necessary to lay the 
groundwork for these meetings. Even more impor- 
tant have been the importunate prayers of God’s 
sagnts, praying as individuals, as small groups, as 
oe gregations, and each week, at a number of stated 
places, in all night waiting on the Lord in prayer. 
To American Christians many of our English 
friends have demonstrated an attitude of agonizing 
prayer to God for revival which we. have considered 
almost passe, certainly in our present generation. 
We have been willing to look upon such meetings 
for prayer as extremes, reserved for lesser sects we 
are inclined to consider fanatical. 


But, God has honored the prayers of His children 
here in England, and around the world. Unques- 
tionably this Campaign has been the most prayed 
for event in all history—a staggering thought—and 
that which is being done is a lasting demonstration 
of the faithfulness and power of God. Here God 
is giving Christians an incentive to pray for a 
world-shaking revival, a challenge to ask and re- 
ceive from Him a blessing for our entire generation 
across the earth. 


The Meetings 


Harringay Arena is admirably suited for such a 
meeting. Those sitting in the tiers of seats which 
stretch almost to the vast roof have direct access 
to the main floor by stairs. Around the floor are rows 
of box seats and then the floor itself has three blocks 
of seats covering it. The main rostrum is built out 
from a platform at one end and behind that plat- 
form are 2000 seats for the choir. There are 5000 
registered choir members, assigned from the various 
churches, and this gives a large reservoir from 
which to draw for each night’s meetings. On our 
first Saturday night 2000 trained voices joined in 
singing Handel’s Messiah. Never have we heard 
such singing, either by a choir or by an audience. 
These people of England love to sing and _ they 
know music. 
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One of the first impressions is the perfection of 
the organization. The stewards (ushers) are num- 
erous and efficient and everything is kept in perfect 
order. The Counsellors are trained and the work 
in the counselling room is a rare combination of tact, 
spiritual insight and Christian common sense. Each 
person who makes a decision is counseled by one 
trained Christian, then interviewed by an Advisor 
and the individual and his problem are carefully 
considered. Our second night in attendance, among 
the more than 900 who came forward for the two 
meetings (Saturday afternoon and night), was a 
man who confessed that he had defaulted a large 
sum of money from his employer. He was truly 
converted and wanted to make restitution but said 
it would take a long time to do so. He was advised 
to go to his employer immediately, confess his theft, 
make arrangements for restitution and, if called 
upon to do so (by an unsympathetic employer), to 
face prison. 


Out of that counselling room there are already 
stories to thrill one’s soul and renew one’s faith in 
the supernatural work of our Supernatural God. 
The foot of the Cross is level ground and in that 
counselling room there have sat side by side men 
and women from the gutter and men and women 
whose names are known around the world. Alco- 
holics have been transformed, separated and divorc- 
ed people have accepted Christ and come together 
again. Two sisters who had fallen out over the 
division of an estate and who neither lived together 
nor spoke to each other went forward, each without 
the other’s knowledge. They made their reconcilia- 
tion with God through Christ, got up from their 
knees in different parts of that room only to meet 
each other face to face and fall in each other’s arms 
in loving embrace. 


The Message 


For the first week of the Campaign Mr. Graham 
preached nothing but the love of God. He told the 
writer he felt impelled of the Spirit to do this. Then 
a series of sermons on the Ten Commandments. 
Then on the great doctrines of the faith. Of the 


_ first seventy two sermons he preached sixty were 


new sermons which he wrote at some time during 
that particular day. Those who have shared in the 
meetings week after week speak of the sermons as 
being simple, clear and powerful. Their one charac- 
teristic has been that all come from the Bible and 
that many of the great themes have been repeated 
again and again. Those who have listened night 
after night have never tired of hearing them. On 
a Saturday afternoon, at 4:30 we heard him preach 
on “Reconciliation” to an audience of 12,600 and 
nearly 500 responded to the invitation. At 7:30, an 
entirely new audience of 12,600 (at both services 
hundreds were turned away), he preached the same 
sermon. And yet, it seemed to us there was even 
more power that second time. Again nearly 500 
went forward. 


_ One is deeply impressed with the method of tlie 
invitation. The call to accept Christ is given clearly 
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and simply. There is no request for hand-raising, 
just a request that those willing to surrender their 
lives to Christ should indicate that willingness by 
coming and standing in front of the platform. Then 
the invitation stops and the people stream forward, 
boys and girls, men and women, many of the latter 
well advanced in years. To the writer the most 
heart-moving thing was to see husbands and wives 
(some carrying children in their arms), come for- 
ward hand in hand. We have so far seen but one 
person weeping. There is no emotion, no pleading, 
no pressure. Mr. Graham himself says he feels it 
so much a work of the Holy Spirit that he is but 
a spectator. 


On occasion he may be led to speak an additional 
word. One night he felt impelled to say, “I feel 
there is some one here to whom the Spirit is speak- 
ing but who is hanging back because of the fear of | 
what people will say.” Instantly one of England’s 
best known actresses got up and came forward. She 
said she had had a longing to go forward but was 
afraid but when Mr. Graham said that, “I didn’t 
care what anyone thought, I just had to go for- 
ward.” Since that night she has not only made a 
clear-cut commitment to Christ but she is already 
using her special talents for His glory. 


The Impact 


The immediate impact is such that the long-range 
effect must be stupendous. Those who have heard 
the Gospel at Harringay are now well over one 
million. Before the end of the campaign some mil- 
lion and a half will have attended. So far some 
twenty-five thousand decisions have been made pub- 
licly. But, there is reason to know that tens of thou- 
sands of others who did not make an outward 
decision have rededicated their lives to their Lord 
at Harringay. One night a “High” Church Anglican 
Bishop, who was to pronounce the benediction, 
made an humble prayer of confession and of re- 
dedication before he did anything else. 


Our first day in London we went into a shop 
which sells the famous Scotch tweeds. We noticed 
leaflets advertising the Harringay meetings and 
mentioned them to the clerk. “Oh yes,” he said, 
“T am one of the counsellors. My wife and I have 
four children, she goes one night, I go the other.” 
On buses, on boardings (bill boards), in magazines 
and papers one is aware that something is taking — 
place at Harringay. The morning after our arrival 
we went in one of the larger branch Post Offices 
to buy some stamps. “Good morning Dr. Bell,” 
said the clerk. Of course the writer was not sur- 
prised but he was just a little curious. “Oh I go to 


_ Harringay, I saw you last night.’”’ One night we 
went to a small restaurant for something to eat 


after the meeting. Obviously the evangelist was the 
center of attention from the minute we entered the 
door. The manager and the waiters, probably all 
refugees from Central Europe, went out of their 
way to be helpful. As we left two fine looking 
Englishmen came up and apologized for speaking 
but said, ““We just want to thank you for what 
you are doing for our country.” Neither had been 
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to Harringay (they were unable to get in because 
of the crowds), but they knew what was happening 
and of its effect on contemporary British life. 


This impact has reached and is reaching into cir- 
cles about which the writer may not write. How- 
ever, it can be truthfully said that every stratum of 
British society is being reached and affected. Not 
all, of course, but God’s Holy Spirit is working in 
places and in ways none of us had the faith to be- 
lieve possible. 


The writer attended one of London’s most fa- 
mous churches this morning. It is Anglican and 
classified as neither “high” nor “low” but exceed- 
ingly influential. As we entered the vestibule we 
saw advertisements of the Harringay meetings. The 
order of service includes prayers for the royal fam- 
ily, then for the statesmen of the realm. Immediately 
following were special prayers for Mr. Graham 
and the Crusade. Incidentally the church was pack- 
ed and the sermon everything a hungry heart or a 
mature Christian could ask for. 


That which we have seen, which we have heard 
and which we sense here in London is a glorious 


work of God. The glory is His and His alone. 


Let us covenant to pray for a world-sweeping 
revival which will solve the problems of individuals 
and of nations. Too long we have limited Him by 
our puny faith. 


PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 60 
Simple Simon 


One of the marvels of the Gospel is that salvation 
can come to the simple-minded. A poor ragged beg- 
gar can reach out his hand, and that is all he would 
have to do to accept a bag of gold or a bundle of 
currency if it were offered to him. The wealth in 
the gift does not in any way affect his ability to 
receive it. Our Lord told His audience in the 
synagogue at Nazareth, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 4:18. Here 
was a poor fellow who was blind in his ignorance, 
a prisoner in his illiteracy, socially a pariah; yet the 
“Pearl of Great Price” came into his possession be- 
cause it was offered to him and he had the faith in 
childlike simplicity to receive it. The “Angler” 
who sends in this “experience” writes: “A decision 
is only the first step, although the all-important 
one. Isn’t our Lord wonderful to entrust the Gos- 
pel to our feebleness ?”’ 
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Dear ANGLERS: 


This experience happened on a regular -week-day 
morning about three months ago. I had just come 
into the tool room of my dad’s small manufacturing 
company to open up and begin the day’s work. The 
janitor and general handyman, a 38 year old illit- 
erate, tongue-tied man called “Doc,” came in soon 
after to sweep up and to empty the trash. 


I had been thinking about “Doc” for several 
days, wondering if he were a Christian and if he 
could understand the message of salvation. Sud- 
denly I found myself saying to him in a saucy 
sort of way, “Doc, I know a secret on you.” He 
stopped sweeping and looked at me expectantly, 
saying, “Wot you know on Doc Kirby?” His big 
dirty-faced grin prodded me on. “Well, eh... 
well,” I stammered, “God loves you and wants you 
to be one of His own sons.” 


His grin changing to an absorbed, many look, a 


he said slowly, “Me no know dot.” 


“Doc,” I continued, “do you know what it is 
like to have a father?’ 


‘“‘Naw,” he responded, “me grow up in or han’s 
’ p ’ 
home.” 


“Would you like to have one?” 
“Sure!” 


“Well, the Lord God Almighty would like to 


have you for a son.” 


As he stood there so intent and childlike, I took 
about a minute to explain the plan of salvation— 
how he could through Jesus Christ be counted 
worthy to be a son of God. (These simple ones seem 
to grasp and accept God’s love so easily!) 


A minute later he was alone in the adjoining 
room, on his knees, asking God to forgive his sins, 
and accepting this sonship through Jesus Christ. 
When he came out to finish his sweeping, all he 
said was, “Me dot water in my eye.” 


One change that was made right away was tak- 
ing up his given name—Lonnie Kirby—and trying 
to discard the ‘‘Doc.” That change is-not complete 
yet (the boys in the shop tease him about putting 
on airs), but when he is called “Lonnie,” he knows 
that he is an accepted, loved person. 


During the next week, I noticed that he took 
much more care of his personal appearance. Lately, 
he even wears an apron to keep from getting so 


dirty on the job. 


I began spending one noon hour a week with him 
for Bible study and writing lessons. It was easy to 
see that we were starting at the very beginning. 
Once when I asked him who his Father in Heaven 
was, he said, ‘““‘Uh, me did know but forgot.” He 
was just scared to answer. Now, he knows every 
answer to questions about basic doctrines and has 
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ventured to ask questions about things that have 
bothered him. One of the happiest times for both 
of us was the day he signed his own paycheck. 
Thinking surely no one could read it, he put his 
own circle.and cross mark on, just to make sure! 
Of course, from the first day, I had urged him 
to begin attending church. He always made excuses, 


and I was discouraged about the earnestness of his 


yielding to God. Finally, one Sunday morning, I 
went to his house and asked him to go with our 
fanily to our Presbyterian church. I had hesitated 
to ask him before, thinking he would not be at ease, 
but that was a mistake. He came to worship that 
day. 


Next morning at work, with one of the biggest 
grins ever, he said, “Me like dot church, ‘First time 
nobody laugh at me. Why, two or three people 
shook hand and said, ‘So glad you here, Doc Kirby’. eg 
He has been in church, on time, with a tie on, 
every Sunday morning since that day. He wants to 
become a member soon. 


‘This growth, from such a small seed, has all been 
the Lord’s wonderful working. The simple ones are 
so easy to reach. 


LIQUOR. 


To the Editor: 

Last year I was interested in General Assembly’s 
discussion on divorce and remarriage. Soon they 
will be meeting again and no doubt the subject will 
be up for discussion. 


My interest stems from the fact that I am a 
divorcee myself, and I am certainly in favor of 
altering our standards in order to take care of in- 
nocent ones caught in the web of another’s wrong 
doing. 


I came from a long line of staunch Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians, and six generations of my family have 
worshipped at this same church. Members of my 
family have always been outstanding Christians, 
and I am justly proud of this heritage. We’ve al- 
ways had some member of the family to serve on 
the Board of Elders, as my father now serves. 


I know that I am a Christian and have been since 
early childhood. I deeply respect the rules and regu- 
lations of my church, my Confession of Faith, yet 
I do not have literally a Scriptural divorce. I di- 
vorced my husband for being an habitual drunkard, 
for cruelty and for non-support. 


He tried on several occasions to kill me; left 
black and blue marks on my neck, slapped me in the 
face, threw me on the floor, pulled my feet from 
under me causing a back injury. Is this cause for 


divorce? He got right down in the gutter, gave © 


bad checks everywhere, humiliated me in front of 
friends, provided no support for myself and son. 
Is this sufficient cause for divorce? Or should I 
and my son be subjected to treatment of this kind 
and continue to live with this type of character? 
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I’m sure I could have used adultery as grounds 
for divorce. I knew, in my heart it was true, as it 
is with most alcoholics; but it meant getting proof. 
My word would not have been sufficient in court. 
Why go any deeper into a sordid affair like this? 
I had been sick for five months and did not have 
the money for private detectives. 


There had never been divorce in my family, and 
it took me a long time to make up my mind. I was 
embarrassed and felt defeated, for my husband was 
good and fine in his sober moments, but they were 
so few. I solicited the help of my minister, the help 
of Alcoholics Anonymous, but with little success. 


After much prayer and a year of separation, I 


realized that I had no alternative. I had subjected 
my son, my family and myself to this terrible hu- 
miliation long enough. I knew that I had let my 
heart rule my life instead of my head, and that I 
should have taken this step many years ago. 


That was more than three years ago, and now 
I have great Peace of Mind, for I feel that the 
Master directed my action. I also have great pity 
for my alcoholic mate, and I will never cease to 
pray that God will give him the strength of char- 
acter to pull himself up from the gutter. It’s a 
terrible tragedy to become an abnormal drinker, 
and no one can possibly know the heart break of 
it all, unless he has had actual contact with the 
situation. You don’t get this from books. 


Many, many divorces today are caused by too 
much drinking; and gambling, drinking and adul- 
tery go hand in hand. They are inseparable. I feel 
that our ministers should preach more on the evils 
of social drinking, for that’s the way a great deal of 
it starts. Today there is drinking in the homes of 
some of our best church members, and even among 
our officers. No one can tell where this evil will 
end; dozens of times, in the divorce courts. 


I did not get a scriptural divorce, yet I know that 
my Lord does not intend for me to live with the 
character that Joe had become. He was not the 
man I married twenty years ago, and he had broken 
every sacred vow of marriage. —M.S. 


ke 
Drink is the major contributing cause to the 
breakdown of the American home. 


The Brewers’ Association has on a drive to spend 
$250,000,000 in advertising through radio, TV, 
billboards and magazines to get beer and liquor into 
American homes. 


Are we asleep, or just hypnotized? 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED 


Do you have a book-length manuscript you’d like published? 

Learn about our unusual plan whereby your book can be 

published, promoted and distributed on a professional basis. 

We consider all types of work—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 

religious and scholarly books, etc. For more information, 
write for booklet S.J. It’s free. 


Vautnge Press, Inc.—120 West 31st St., N. Y. 1. 
In California: Equitable Building, Hollywood 28. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 6 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Amos Condemns Social Injustice 


Scripture: II Kings 14:23- 
29; Amos 7-8. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 


58 71-8. 


The prophets were men who “spoke for God, 


” and a large part of their messages dealt with Social In- 


justice. It is to be noted that the remedy they urged was neither Socialism or Communism, but a return to 
honesty, justice, unselfishness, and kindness. There was no question as to the private ownership of property. 
When the land of Canaan was divided up by Joshua it was given to the families of the people, not to the 
government, and even a king could not force a man to sell the inheritance of his father, as we have seen in 


the case of Ahab. Laws were given to protect the 
property rights of the individuals. Men were to 
acquire wealth by hard work and were to be strictly 
honest in their dealings with their fellowmen. There 
was to be no cheating, or oppression of the poor, 
but the poor were to be allowed to glean in the 


fields, and in the vineyards and orchards. Those in . 


need were to be cared for and treated with kindness. 
There is no suggestion that the government was to 
institute a ‘““Welfare State,” or that property was 
to be taken by force from the rich and given to the 
poor. If God had wanted Communism or Socialism, 
He would have set up such a system when His peo- 
ple began their life in Canaan. The form of govern- 
ment was a Theocracy until the people insisted on 
having a king in the last days of Samuel. 


In our Devotional Reading we have Isaiah rebuk- 
ing the people because their religious life was mere 
form. He had done the same thing in chapter one 
of his prophecy. Here he takes up the nature of true 
fasting. “Is it such a fast as I have chosen? a day for 
a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his 
head as a bulrush, or to spread sackcloth and ashes 
under him? wilt thou call this a fast, or an accept- 
able day of the Lord?” “Is not this the fast that I 
have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to 
undo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house’ when thou 
seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own flesh?” 


Job was a wealthy man. When his friends ac- 
cused him of dealing harshly with the poor, he 
vindicated himself in these eloguent words: “If I 
have withheld the poor from their desire, or have 
caused the eyes of the widow to fail; Or have eaten 
my morsel alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten 
thereof - - - If I have seen any perish for want of 
clothing, or any poor without covering - - - If I 
have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when 
I saw my help in the gate’ etc. There have been 
many other wealthy men who have had the same 
spirit of Job. The prophets insisted that men be 
honest, industrious, just and fair, kind and gener- 
ous in their dealings with others. In our day two 
great systems have sprung up, closely related to 
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each other; Socialism and Communism. These are 
attempts to force men to divide and share, and make 
a ‘Welfare State’ out of every nation. The evils 
which inevitably result are far worse than the con- 
dition which they seek to correct. God is much 
wiser than man, and if we follow His revealed 
will in these matters we will have far better results, 


I. Prosperity and Sin: 
The Reign of Jeroboam: 
II Kings 14:23-29. 

The reign of Jeroboam IJ, the son of Joash, king 
of Israel, is a long, prosperous one—the longest of 
all the kings of Israel, forty-one years. He was of 
the dynasty of Jehu who was anointed by Elijah 
to be king, with the special mission to destroy the 
house of Jeroboam I. The Bible Dictionary says, 
“He was a man of unusual executive and adminis- 
trative ability. He captured Damascus and Hamath 
and restored to Israel the territory from Hamath to 
the Dead Sea, successes that were predicted by 
Jonah. It was during his reign that the three proph- 
ets of Israel arose, Jonah, Amos, and Hosea, who 
spoke the doom of Israel.” 


However, he followed in the footsteps of Jero- 
boam I, who made Israel to sin. It was a time of 
military successes, of material prosperity, of great 
sin. The three often go together. Nations, like in- 
dividuals, are more apt to depart from God in times 
of prosperity than in times of adversity. Our own 
country is a good example of this. We have won 
two wars; we have been having exceedingly ‘good 
times” for the last few years; we are steeped in sins 


of all kinds. 


It is in such periods that the seeds are sown which 
result in disaster later on. The reign of Solomon 
was an outwardly glorious one, but Solomon allow- 
ed his prosperity to lead him into heinous sins, and 
the result was the division of the kingdom. In this 
prosperous reign of Jeroboam II Amos was sent 
from Judah to warn the Northern Kingdom of its 
impending doom. He begins by reciting the evils 
which are to come upon the surrounding nations 
and upon his own land of Judah, and then turns 
to Israel and spends the balance of his time in severe 
condemnation of that nation. (see chapters 1 and 2). 
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II. The Prophecy of Amos: 
Amos 7-8. 


1. Three Visions of the Prophet: 7 :1-9. 


First there was the Vision of the Grasshoppers. 
When they had made an end of eating the grass, 
Amos prays, O Lord, forgive, I beseech Thee, and 
God said, It shalt not be. Then came the Vision 
of the Fire which would have destroyed the land. 
Again the prophet prays, and God answers his 
prayer. The third Vision was of the Plumbline. It 
is a token of Judgment: “I will not pass by them 
any more - - - I will rise against the house of Jero- 
boam with the sword.” God is very patient, but 
judgment finally comes. He waited one hundred 
and twenty years before He sent the Flood, but it 
had to come at last. 


2. The Reaction to the message. 


This sort of preaching did not suit Amaziah, the 
priest of Bethel, and he reported to the king, telling 
him that Amos was predicting that Israel would 
be carried away captive. He also advised Amos to 
go back to his own land of Judah and eat bread and 
prophesy there, but not to speak thus in the king’s 
chapel and court. (A very similar thing has taken 
place while I was preparing this lesson. Billy Gra- 
ham is in London in the midst of a Campaign there. 
When he started across the water one of the British 
newspapers had a big headline, “Billy Graham, go 
back home.” Then later they advised him to preach 
to the American soldiers, and the people of America 
who were worse than the people of England. This 
was only one paper, however, and he seems to be 
having enormous crowds to hear him). 


The answer of Amos is simple and courageous. 
He was neither a prophet or the son of a prophet, 
but a herdsman and dresser of sycamore trees. “And 
the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel.”” His call and his message were of divine 
origin. If all of us who are preachers have such a 
call and such a message, then it matters not about 
any ordination by men. To be called of the Lord 
is sufficient. When He calls, He equips for service. 
When He needed a great Evangelist in our country 
He did not go to some pulpit, or to some College 
or Seminary, but to a clerk in a shoe store. When 
God needed a prophet to warn Israel, He chose a 
farmer for His Messenger. 


Amos warns the priest, Amaziah, of the coming 
punishment upon him and his family, and repeats 
his prophecy, “Israel shall surely go into captivity.” 
You cannot intimidate or silence a man of God, 
like Amos. 


3. Vision of the Summer Fruit: 8:1-3. 


When Summer fruit is ripe, it must be picked; 
when a nation is ripe for judgment, then judgment 
falls. The meaning of the Vision is obvious: the 


end is come upon my people of Israel: I will not 


pass by them any more. 
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4. Fhe terrible Social Sins of Israel: 8-4-7. 


In these prosperous days — prosperous for the 
wealthy — there was awful oppression of the poor: 
ye that swallow up the needy, and make the poor 
of the land to fail. 


They were too impatient to even wait tor Feasts 
or Sabbath Days to be over, in order that they 
might pursue their dishonest and greedy course: 
making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and 
falsifying the balances of deceit. ‘They were cheat- 
ing the poor as they sold the necessities of life to 
them: they were buying the poor for silver and the 
need for a pair of shoes, and selling the refuse of 
the wheat. 


The remedy for these evils is not Socialism, or 
Communism but a complete change in the actions 
of those who were guilty, a change which would 
make them act justly and generously toward those 
who were poor. I am sure that the proposed reme- 
dies suggested today—Socialism or Communism— 
would make matters worse instead of better. For 
instance, the French Revolution came as a result 
of awful conditions in France, but the cure was 
worse than the disease. Communism has come to 
Russia as the result of oppression in Russia, but the 
condition of the poor is even worse than in the days 
of the Czars. Poor people fare better under what 
our enemies call “Capitalism” than under either of 
the proposed remedies. Free Enterprise, where 


Christian principles are practiced, is nearer the ideal. 


This promotes individual initiative. Where the gov- 
ernment controls everything the individual is swal- 
lowed up. Then, too, there is always corruption in 
politics. Our system in America has resulted in 
the development of our country until she now stands 
as the most prosperous and free of all lands. We 
need, however, the admonition of Amos. Our Eco- 
nomic and Social Life must be permeated by the 
principles of Christ, and the poor must be cared 
for; otherwise there may be a revolt to extremes 
which will destroy us. . 


5. Punishment for such Sins: 8-14. 


Terrible upheavals will come like earthquakes 
which will make the land to tremble, and floods 
will drown people; like the darkness of night. Sor- 
row and mourning will take the place of songs and 
gladness. There will even be a Famine of the Word 
of God. 


ag. 
Blue Book Of General 
Assembly—Corrections 


Holders of the Blue Book which has just been distributed are 
requested to make the following corrections: 
Page 39, Joint Statement of Women’s Organizations: 
Delete 8th line. 
Page 55: 4th line. Change 1908 to 1948. 
Page 142: 10th line, beginning “Matthews . . “4 
Delete entire line and substitute the following : 
“the guidance of God’s Spirit should be accompanied by 
the use of common sense, and” 
8th line, under (3): 
‘“amendable” should be ‘“‘amenable.”’ 
Page 161: 9th line from bottom: 
challenie’”’ should be “challenge.” 
E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 6 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What My Church Means To Me 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
Prayer 


Scripture: Acts 11:19-26 

Hymn: “Holy Ghost, With Light Divine” 
Offering 

Hymn: “O Where Are Kings And Empires 


Now” | 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(You are the only person who can say just ex- 
actly what your church means to you. In this pro- 
gram we are not trying to put words into your 
mouths, but for the benefit of you and the other 
participants on the program, we are making some 
general suggestions of areas in which the church is 
meaningful to its members. Both you and the speak- 
ers should give serious and prayerful consideration 
to this subject and prepare to tell in your own words 
what the church means to you. We believe this is 
the best way to stimulate all your young people into 
thinking seriously about the meaning of the church 


to them. ) 


Quite often you will come across some cynical 
person who will question the worthwhileness of 
the church and of your giving your time to it. If 
some such person should ask you, ‘“What good is 
the church, and what do you get out of it?”’, how 
well could you answer him, and what would you 
say? All people who go to church and are active 
in its work feel that it is worth something to them. 
The purpose of this program is to find and state 


some solid reasons for this feeling you have that 


the church is worthwhile and meaningful. 


Most church people believe that the church offers 
values or opportunities which can be received in no 
other place. The speakers « _ to discuss in their 
own words some of the opportunities and values 
which they have found in the church. 


First Speaker: 


The most important thing the church does for us 
is to open the door to salvation. Of course, the 
church does not save you, Christ does that when 
you trust Him and His atoning work on the cross. 
The church, though, is the custodian of the message 


about Christ and the salvation He provides. The 


church tells you about the Saviour and urges you 
to believe in Him and to receive Him as your own 
saviour. The church makes it clear to you that you 
need to be saved, and then it points the way to sal- 
vation. Tell how the church was instrumental in 
your own salvation. Point out the various ways 
that the church gives people an opportunity to be 
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saved: evangelistic preaching followed by invitation 
to accept Christ, members of the church visiting in 
the homes of the community seeking to win people 
to Christ, personal interviews between Sunday 
School teachers and pupils who have not accepted 
Christ, personal visits which the minister makes on 
those who are not saved, the class which the minis- 
ter conducts for boys and girls who are not pro- 
fessing Christians, and the work of Christian 
(church member) parents in leading their children 
to Christ. If you can give specific examples of some 
of these, be sure to do so. 


Second § peaker: 


Another way the church is meaningful to its 
people is in giving them an opportunity to learn 
about the things of God. Once we are saved we 
need some instruction as to how saved people should 
live. We can be spiritually instructed only through 
a knowledge of the Bible, the Word of God. One 
of the tasks of the church is to give this information. 
Mention some of the ways by which the church has 
given you some helpful teaching. These are a few 
ideas: Sunday school lessons, sermons, Vacation 
Bible schools, youth programs, prayer meeting stu- 
dies, special programs such as foreign and home 
mission studies, private discussions with church 
leaders, literature which your church provides, and 
the many ways in which the church better prepares 
parents to teach children in the home. 


Third Speaker: 


Still another value of the church to its members 
is the opportunity it affords for spiritual fellowship, 
first with God, and then with other Christians. 
Mention some of the ways in which the church 
makes it possible for you to have fellowship with 


~ God. You will want to take account of these: The 


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, all the services of 
worship which the church provides, and the en- 
couragement you receive for your own private devo- 
tional life. The church makes it possible for you to 
have fellowship with other Christians as you join 
together for worship and service. Name some of the 
specific ways your church provides wholesome fel- 
lowship such as suppers, picnics, class and group 
socials. In fact, is there any human association 
which cannot be enriched by the church? 


Fourth Speaker: 


No Christian life is complete until it is dedicated 
to the service of its Lord. The church recognizes 
this need and provides opportunities for its mem- 
bers to serve Christ. It is theoretically possible to 
serve Christ outside of a church organization, but 
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it would be difficult. Mention some of the ways 
that you and other of the young people are now 
serving the Lord through the church, and suggest 
some other opportunities for service which you 
mizht take. You will probably want to include 
some of these: conducting your youth programs, as- 
sisting the teaching of small children in Sunday 
school and Bible school, singing in the choir, play- 
ine the piano or organ for some of the services, 
helping with the care of the physical property of 
the church, helping with the office work, taking 
part in visitation evangelism campaigns, sharing 
in the overall teaching task of the church through 
your contributions to Christian education, sharing 
in the preaching of the Gospel everywhere through 
your contributions to home and foreign missions, 
an’ in preparing yourselves for future leadership 
in the church. 


Women’s Work 


Revival In Kentucky 


Harveyton, Kentucky, 
March 5, 1954. 


To The Women of The Church. 
Dear Friends: 


During our Fall Revival here at Harvey 65 men 
were laid off. Since then many have left camp, some 
giving up their work in order to seek more stable 
employment elsewhere. 


Columbus mine at Allais near our’ Hull Church 
closed on March 15. In Bill Brown’s vicinity Black 
Gold and Four Seam are no longer in operation, 
and Glomawr employs only 13 men. Those camps 
remaining open work at most 2 or 3 days a week, 
so that a family as large as 8 or 10 may have to 
live on as little as about $35 a week. 


In Perry County there are 3000 on unemploy- 
ment already. (This lasts 6 months). Jobs are at 
a premium. There is much talk of depression which 
is locally very real. 


Even our own. family shares in this sense of un- 
certainty. Harvey is closed this week and no one 
really knows if it will open again. If it does—for 
how long? Everyone is guessing. And we are won- 
dering how long there will be folks in Harveyton 
to minister to. (Even more specifically we’re won- 
dering whether to paper the bedroom this spring 
or not!) 


Whatever the answers to these questions, the 
fact remains that there are people here now who 


_ do need the glad news of Christ. Anybody’s guess 


may be right about the future of coal, but for the 
Christian the basic need of these young people for 
the future is no guess. Organizationally speaking, 
the churches in mining districts right now aren’t 
very challenging. Humanly speaking, they couldn’t 
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be more so. There are so many children with little 
or no Christian home training. 


_ Home Mission churches like ours at Harvey will 
never be big, will probably never be self-supporting 
even, but it is our hope and prayer that they may 
lead some folks to Christ, giving an eternal pur- 
pose and usefulness to their lives. 


I’ve written you this since you have indicated 
to us in various ways your interest in the work 
here. 

Sincerely, 


Mrs. Lamar Williamson, Jr. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Hazard ... Kentucky 
To the Women of the Church: 


Do you know the difference between the head and 
the mouth of a hollow? Well, neither did I until 
recently, but I found out—the hard way! The three 
other girls who work here in Guerrant Presbytery 
were going over in the eastern part of the presby- 
tery to Phelps, Kentucky, to take a religious census. 
Would I;go? Why, sure! 


Shortly after noon, after several long hours of 
driving, we drove up before the white frame house 
which was the manse. A vacant lot’s distance away 
was the attractive stone church, and on the other 
side of the manse was the large consolidated school. 
Across the highway ribboned Peter Creek, with its 
many forks and branches, was to become very im- 
portant to us in the next few days. 


Knowing that the Rev. Burriss Benders have five 
children, we wondered where in the world they 
were going to put four more people, but Mrs. Ben- 
der produced cots and opened up the couch and soon 
had a “dormitory” made for us in one of their 
three bedrooms. The rest of the family somehow 
managed to squeeze into the other two rooms, with 
the overflow on the couch in the living room. 


After a light lunch we went into a huddle with 
Mr. Bender and a map of the Peter Creek area as 
we began to plan our survey. We immediately saw 
that it was to be no easy matter, for there was a 
lot of territory to be covered. When we had been 
briefed on how to go about getting the information 
asked for on our blanks, Mr. Bender drove out 
with us to one of the areas. 


Stretched out on the bed after supper, we counted 
our blanks, arranged them according to areas, and | 
marked in information on the map we were making 
of the survey. There were lots of experiences to 
share, of course. Once Mattie and I were to take 
@ group of houses which were several yards down 
a steep bank from the highway. We slid and scram- 
bled down the bank to the first house (this was our 
first stop, so to give each other courage we went to 
the first house or two together, but later we split 
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up). When we got ready to go on down the row 
to the next house we discovered that all the houses 
had long fences running from the creek bank at 
the rear of their lots clear up to the highway. We 
crossed a weedy field (getting burrs all over us in 
the process) determined to just climb the fences. 
We finally decided that climbing fences wasn’t ex- 
actly in line with what a _ religious-census-taker 
should do, though, so muttering darkly about the 
unneighborliness of people who put up fences any- 
way, we toiled up the bank and down again for 
each house. All of us had at least one run-in with 
a biting dog, and all of us had innumerable stories 
of homes where we were made to feel so much at 
home that it was hard to tear ourselves away and 
continue with our work. We still had lots of energy 
that night, so after the lights went out it was a 
long time before the room quieted down! 


The next morning was when I found the differ- 
ence between the head and mouth of a hollow. Mr. 
Bender drove Mattie and me about two miles up 
the narrow, muddy road to the head of the hollow 
—or as near to the head as he could get with his 
station wagon (how he needs a jeep for those mud- 
dy roads!!)—-and we worked all the way back out 
to the mouth. That night four mighty tired girls 
came dragging in, and you can be sure that there 
was little or no cutting up after lights out that 
night! 


Our survey showed that Sunday Schools could 
well be established up just about any of the hollows 


we had surveyed. With the roads so bad people | 


oftentimes couldn’t get out to the mouths of the 
hollows to the little Holiness churches and Baptist 
churches along the highway. In many places we 
found people eager for a Sunday School . . . that 
was important for Mr. Bender to know. We also 
found the places where the people were already well- 
reached by churches. We found families on whom 
it would be well for Mr. Bender to call. We found 
some families with Presbyterian background who 
needed to be contacted about coming to the church 
there at Phelps. It would have taken Mr. Bender 
weeks and weeks (if he had had the weeks and 
weeks to spare, which he didn’t) to gather this in- 
formation. 


Such surveys need to be made all over the entire 
presbytery, but we can’t take time off from our 
work to make them. Someone is needed to come in 
to make these surveys wherever they are needed. 
This is one way in which you, through the Birth- 
day offering, can help in the spreading of the Gos- 
pel here in Guerrant Presbytery. 


—Helen Duke. 


Thirty-Third Annual Christian 
Conference Of Negro Women 


The Thirty-third Annual Interdenominational 
Christian Conference of Negro Women, sponsored 
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by the Women of the Church, Synod of Georgia, 
will be held at Spelman College Atlanta, Ga., June 
7-12, with Mrs. Leslie L. Blair, Marietta, Ga,, 
Director. The Theme is “Love” and Memory Verse 
from Matthew 22:37 and 39b. 


Courses to be taught are Bible, Christian Home 
and History of Christian Churches. Discussion 
periods each afternoon consist of Church School 
Methods, Parliamentary Law, Crafts, and one af- 
ternoon a panel composed of two Negro women 
and two white women, with a Moderator, will con- 
sider the “Christian’s Viewpoint on Segregation.” 


Evening messages will be brought by Miss Hilda 
Keng, from Shanghai, China, now Director of 
Christian Education at Grace Methodist Church, 
Atlanta; Dr. J. K. Fancher, prominent physician 
and Elder First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta; Dr, 
Rufus Clements, President Atlanta University and 
the only Negro member on Atlanta Board of Edu- 
cation; and the Commencement and Consecration 
Service on the closing evening will be lead by the 
Rev. Mr. E. E. Newberry, who will serve as the 
Conference Pastor. 


Church News 


Fraternal Delegates 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Four fraternal delegates repre- 
senting the Presbyterian Church, U. S., at annual 
Assemblies of other branches of Presbyterianism, 
have recently been announced by the Office of the 
Stated Clerk of Presbyterian Church, U. S., located 


at the Presbyterian Center here. 


The appointments were made by the Permanent 
Committee on Co-operation and Union. 


Representing the Presbyterian Church, U. S. at 
the General Assembly of Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A. at its Assembly in Detroit, Mich., May 
20-26, will be Dr. Albert Kissling, pastor of River- 
side Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Fla. 


On June 3, Dr. James Ross McCain of Decatur, 
Ga., will serve as fraternal delegate to the General 
Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church at its annual meeting at the ARP’s assem- 
bly grounds, Bonclarken, near Flat Rock, N. C. 


Fraternal delegate to the United Presbyterian 
Church’s General Assembly from Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., will be Dr. J. J. Murray, pastor of 
Lexington Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Va. 
The Assembly of the UP Church will convene May 
26, at Akron, Ohio. 


The Rev. Massey Mott Heltzel, pastor of Reid 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Augusta, Ga. 
attended the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
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Church in England, which met in London, May 3. 
Mr. Heltzel will also represent his denomination 
as fraternal delegate to the General Assembly of 


. the Presbyterian Church of Scotland at its meet- 


ing in Edinburgh on May 18. The Augusta minister 
is spending the summer months in Europe in a pul- 
pit-exchange with Dr. William Sutherland, pastor 
of Sefton Park Presbyterian Church, Liverpool, 
England, who, in turn, will fill the Reid Memorial 
pulpit in Augusta. 


Good News! 


Betier Health And Education 
Is Goal Of New U. S. Plan 


The government is ready to launch an exploratory 


cooperative plan to aid the children of the East | 


Coast migrant stream, whose families winter in 
Florida and move north for the summer harvests. 
An estimated 25,000 are of school age. 


Under the plan, Florida agencies would list 
the children, have them physically examined and 
immunized, start them in school and provide travel- 
ing report cards and health records. States along 
the routé would be notified of their coming in ad- 
vance and would continue health and education 
services and keep the records up-to-date. 


The children, usually retarded because of irregu- 
lar attendance, would carry special books with 
them, insuring continuity in their courses. Federal 
agencies involved include Children’s Bureau, Office 
of Education, and the U. S. Public Health Service. 

—Harvester News. 


Passing Of Dr. P. Frank Price 


Dr. P. Frank Price, 89, former Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., died at McLeod 
Infirmary, Florence, S$. C., May 10, after a long 
illness. 


Dr. Price served as a missionary to China for 
more than 50 years and was a professor of theology 
at Nanking Union Seminary, Nanking, China, for 
a number of years. 


_ He escaped death when the Communists moved 
into China in 1929 by refusing to kneel to be be- 
headed. Later he was rescued by Christian friends. 


His wife, the former Miss Essie Wilson, died in 
1949. She was South Carolina’s mother of the year 
in 1946, 


Survivors include four sons, Dr. Frank W. Price, 
New Monmouth, Va., present moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.; Dr. P. B. Price, profes- 
sor of surgery at the University of Utah; Dr. Julian 
P. Price, Florence pediatrician; and Harry B. Price, 
with the Economic Research Division of the Foreign 
Operations Administration, Washington. 


Funeral services were held at Central Methodist 


Church, Florence, at 3:00 P. M., Wednesday, ° 


May 12. 
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BOOKS 


From John Knox Press 


Moments Of Eternity 


By Betty W. Stoffel 


A poet who writes with her heart brings to her first 
collected work simple and moving poems about the 
things that mean most to everyone. Here are the poet’s 
thoughts and discoveries about God, His world and His 
gifts, home, children, and the common things of life that 
all hearts feel and share. 


\ 

“Simple and yet strangely haunting, these poems evoke 
deep thoughts about the meaning of life and the ways of 
God. Mrs. Stoffel has real gifts of poetic vision and me- 
morable expression.”—James S. Steward. $1.00. 


Youth Looking To Jesus 


By Margaret Hoyt & Eleanor Hoyt Dabney 


Designed to bring young people closer to Christ, these 
inspiring worship services each point to a different aspect 
of His creation through which one may know and wor- 
ship Him. In each service the arrangement of the poetry, 
Scripture, hymns, stories and prayer creates an experi- 
ence of worship which grows into a desire for dedication 
of one’s self to God. For those who work with youth and 
for youth themselves here is fresh, new worship material 
that will inspire as well as inform. $2.75. 


KNOX 
PRESS 


BOX 1176 — RICHMOND 9, VA. 


Charleston Presbytery 


Charleston Presbytery met in the Moncks Cor- 
ner Church May 4, 1954. There were eighteen 
ministers and sixteen ruling elders present. The 
Rev. J. C. Kovach was Moderator and the Rev. 
M. A. Wilmesherr, Temporary Clerk. 


Mr. Robert Salley Crutchfield of the Orange- 


| burg Church and Mr. Lawton W. Posey of the 


Park Circle Church were examined and received 
under the care of Presbytery as candidates for the 
Ministry. 


The next Stated Meeting will be in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Charleston on September 


14, 1954. 
—Frank B. Estes, Stated Clerk. 
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A Few 1954 


BOX 6127 
ATLANTA 5, GA. 


Publications of J ohn Knox Pr ess 


The Gospel According To Mark 


A fresh, stimulating interpretation of Jesus’ ministry to men as 


The charm and simplicity of childhood: are revealed in this new 
volume of fascinating glimpes into the lives of six-year-olds. 


Brief poems that touch the very heart of life; simple and mov- 


Presbyterian Book Stores 


AND ITS MEANING FOR TODAY 
By Ernest Trice Thompson—$2.95 


revealed in the oldest and most vivid Gospel. 


Angels In Pinafores 


By Alice Lee Humphreys—$2.00 


Moments Of Eternity 


By Betty W. Stoffel—$1.00 
ing, in the author’s first collected work. 


ORDER FROM: 


BOX 1176 
RICHMOND 9, VA. 


BOX 1020 
DALLAS 21, TEX. 


BOOKS 


Wuom Gop Hatu Jornep. David R. Mace. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


Price $1.50. 


This is a book of instruction and counsel to help 
in guiding married couples toward a better under- 
standing of marriage as a Christian institution. It 
is intended to be shared by the Young People as 
daily readings just before or just after their mar- 
riage. Each reading consists of approximately three 
pages beginning with a Scripture verse and perhaps 
a statement from the marriage service and a para- 
graph or two from carefully selected quotations. 
Each reading closes with a brief prayer. The au- 
thor recognizes that the Church not only has a 
concern about what happens in marriage but has 
a contribution to make to the lives of its people in 
this vital relationship. 


A CurisTiAN IN Bic Business. Richard Els- 
worth Day. Meody Press, Chicago, Illinois. Price 
$3.50. | 


A few years ago, the biography of Henry Parsons 
Crowell was published under the title ‘“The Break- 
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fast Table Autocrat.” It had a wide circulation 
and was an inspiration to Christian Laymen of 
America. This biography has been reissued under 
the caption “A Christian in Big Business.” The 
first part of this volume is a portrait of the Presi- 
dent of the Quaker Oats Company as an ideal 
Christian business man. The second part delineates 
Mr. Crowell as a Christian statesman. Chapter 32 
called ‘“The Intolerable Yoke” is worth the price 
of the book and its illumination upon the unhappy 
condition in a Northern Presbyterian Church will 
undoubtedly open many eyes. This chapter shows 
how the issue of modernism has led to the departure 
of a number of prominent Christian elders from 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


This volume demonstrates how it is possible for 
a successful business man to be an eminent Chris- 
tian. Mr. Crowell had a dynamic Christian faith 
and each reader of this book will find it contagious. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE PAULINE FPISTLES. 
Charles B. Williams. Moody Press, Chicago, IIl. 
Price $5.95. 


This is a popularly written commentary built on 
a keen exegesis of the original language. It was 
completed just before the author’s death about 4 
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year and one-half ago. Dr. Williams is the author 
of the well-known “Williams’ translation of the 
New Testament.” 


In his commentary, Dr. Williams has exhibited 
the ability to put in simple language the great con- 
cepts of the Greek New Testament. This is a book 
for pastors, students, and for use in courses on the 
Pauline Epistles in Bible Institutes, Christian Col- 
leges and Seminaries. 


| LLICOTT’Ss COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
Birte, VoLUME I. Zondervan Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.95. 


‘| his commentary was designed for that large and 
increasing class of cultivated English readers who, 
believing the Holy Scriptures not only to contain 
Go.’s Word, but to be God’s Word, and earnestly 
desiring to realize that Word, and to be assisted in 
applying it to their own spiritual needs. Bishop 
Ellicott has always kept in mind the deep needs 
of the present time especially of those who are 
conscious of chilling doubts which have crept into 
the soul, and that modern criticism has seemed to 
them to make it doubtful whether the Scriptures is 
what it claims to be. In all the exposition of this 
volume, it is shown that the Bible is the truthful 
record of God’s dealings with man, and a power to 
make man wise unto Salvation through faith which 
is Christ Jesus. 


In this work, difficulties are met fairly. They 
are removed where they could be removed. They 
are left simply and frankly where it does not appear 
that God had yet vouchsafed to us the means of 
doing more than modifying them or reducing their 
gravity and magnitude. The Editor recognizes that 
the difficulties connected with the Old Testament 
are much more serious than those connected with 
the New Testament, and by the nature of the case. 
should occupy more of the special attention of the 
interpreter. Such difficulties are neither evaded nor 
ignored in this commentary. 


While exegetical details are not entirely avoided 
in this work they are minimized, and the emphasis 
is placed upon the sacred words and their applica- a 
tion to Christian living. The author states ‘“Scrip- 
ture interpreted faithfully is the best evidence for 
the truth of Scripture and on that defence no 
anxious soul has ever rested in vain.” This particu- 
lar volume gives a concise and illuminating com- 
mentary on the books of the Bible from Genesis to 
Numbers. It will serve as a useful work in any 
Minister’s or Sunday School teacher’s library. 


Osject Lessons For Boys AND Girts. Elma L. 
Wilder. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. Price $ .50. 


Two excellent aids for leaders of boys and girls. 
work who desire to make Truth appealing through 
the means of interesting Object Lessons. - 


MAY 26, 1954 


DeatH Loses THE GAME. John D. Freeman. 
Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. Price $2.50. 


“Death Loses the Game” meets the need Dr. 
Freeman saw in the pathetic and sometimes tragic 
scenes in connection with his pastoral ministry. 
‘Even devout Christians have a morbid fear of 
death,” he observes. Over against the cringing fear 
of some who had no faith in the Redeemer and His 
promises, he often witnessed the triumphant passing 
of the well-informed believer. This book reveals 
the foundations of unshakable faith, so that death 
can be made to lose the game even before the final 
struggle. At present, Dr. Freeman is the head of 
the. “Rural Life Department” of the Baptist Bible 
Institute at Graceville, Florida. 


ANGELS IN PINAFORES. Alice Lee Humphreys. 
John Knox Press,.Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. 


Sometime ago, Miss Humphreys published a book 
for children called ““Heaven in My Hand.” It was 
well received and this volume is produced along the 
same line with appeal to children. These thirty 
stories “Angels in Pinafores’”’ reveal the fact that the 
author has remarkable pedagogical ability and writes 
with understanding and real affection for children. 
This work is both entertaining and edifying. It is 
attractively bound by the John Knox press. It will 
make an excellent gift to children and also serve 
to assist leaders of program for little ones. 


GREATNESS AND GRACE OF Gop. Clarence H. 
Benson. Scripture Press, +34 South Wabash Ave., 


. Chicago 5, Ill. Price $3.00. 


To read this book is to acquire a new concept of 
God’s vast creation. It reaches beyond all human 
power to fully grasp. Here is scientific knowledge 
broken down in comprehensible pieces so that the 
layman knowing little of astronomy may acquire 
some understanding of it and thus be led to revel 
in the fact that he worships.a great God.-Dr. Ben- 
son proceeds to show also that the earth is the only 
habitable planet where God has chosen to display 
his amazing grace and love toward man. The au- 
thor presents conclusive evidence that refutes evolu- 
tion. The volume is splendidly arranged to be b 
as a textbook in Christian evidences. The author 
seeks to honor God at every step. 


Cuuma. Charles Ludwig. Scripture Press. Price 
$1.00. | 


Another fascinating adventure story for girls. 


Man. Charles Ludwig. Scripture Press. Price 
$1.00. 


Another Missionary adventure story in Ludwig’s 
excellent series for boys and girls. 


Osyect Lessons—Easy To Give. Charles C. 
Ryrie. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $ .50. 
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